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XVI INTERNATIONAL YOUNG PERFORMERS COMPETITION
"SENTIMENTAI VALSUI 2026" 

RULES


OBJECTIVES, TASKS
To popularise waltz music and the composers who created it.
To develop opportunities for cooperation between music and art schools, encouraging collaboration between music schools in different countries and cities.
To nurture the joy of performance by encouraging students' artistic musical expression, creative initiative and mastery.

COMPETITION ORGANISERS, VENUE AND DATE

The competition is organised by the Alytus District Art and Sports School, Ežero g. 18, Daugai, Alytus District. 
The competition will take place on 30 April 2026 at 10:00 a.m. at the Alytus District Art and Sports School, Ežero g. 18, Daugai, Alytus District.        
	
PARTICIPANTS
Young solo instrumentalists playing various musical instruments from the Republic of Lithuania, foreign music and art schools, private and other non-formal education institutions are invited to participate in the competition. 
Competition participants are divided into groups according to their grade level:

	Group
	Class

	A
	1-2

	B
	3-4

	C
	5-6

	D
	7-8







 
COMPETITION TERMS

Participants will only be confirmed after submitting the participant questionnaire (Appendix No. 1) and a copy of the competition participant fee transfer.
All competition participants will perform one freely chosen piece – a waltz. The piece must be performed from memory.
The performance shall be acoustic, with accompaniment possible for string, wind and folk instruments, except for percussion instruments (phonograms are not permitted).
The programme submitted in the application cannot be changed.
Participants who submit an application form to participate in the competition agree that their data – name and surname, competition photos, video or audio recordings, will be published in the press, posted on websites and YouTube channels, and used for internal and external communication without separate consent and free of charge.
Rehearsals will take place on the day of the competition on a first-come, first-served basis before the performances of participants in groups A, B, C and D.

VIRTUAL PARTICIPATION OPTIONS

Participants from foreign countries may participate virtually (online), but we invite them to participate in person if possible. Participants who arrive in person are responsible for their own travel, accommodation and meal expenses.
The contestant's performance shall be filmed with a stationary, stable, horizontal camera (a phone camera is acceptable).
The sound of the video must be clear, without extraneous noise or interference.
The recording must include the name of the composer, the title of the piece, the name and surname of the performer-participant, the group and the class.
The contestant's video must be posted on YouTube. The video must be unlisted and intended for children (Yes, it's made for kids). The video must have been created no earlier than December 2025.
The performer must be visible in full height in the video and must be wearing concert attire. The video cannot be edited. Poor-quality and late submissions will not be evaluated.
Competition participants who have uploaded a video of their performance to YouTube must send the event organisers a completed participant questionnaire (Appendix No. 1) with a link to the performance and a copy of the participant fee payment by 10 April 2026 to the following email address: sentimentaivalsui@gmail.com  

EVALUATION PROCEDURE

The performances of the contest participants will be evaluated by a commission whose members are invited by the organisers.
The names of the competition members will be announced at the opening of the competition.
The performance of the programme will be evaluated on a ten-point scale according to the following evaluation criteria: professionalism, musicality, technique, dynamic nuances and other aspects of musical performance, stage image. 
By decision of the commission, participants playing pieces that do not comply with the provisions will not be evaluated.
The decisions of the commission are final and cannot be appealed.
The winners of the first, second and third places will be selected and awarded in each learning group. 
The participant with the highest score in each group will be declared the Grand Prix winner.

REGISTRATION PROCEDURE

Competition participant questionnaires (Appendix No. 1) completed on a computer (in Word format) and copies of payment receipts must be submitted together by 10 April 2026 to the following email address: sentimentaivalsui@gmail.com  
Submission of an application to participate in the competition is considered as acceptance of all the terms and conditions of the competition.

PARTICIPANT FEE

The participant fee of €10.00 is payable by bank transfer to the organiser's bank account:
Recipient: Alytus District Art and Sports School 
            Recipient code: 190247688;
            Beneficiary's account number: SWEDBANK AB LT39 7300 0101 8554 5416
The payment description must include: Sentimentai valsui 2026, the soloist's first and last name, group and educational institution.
If a participant does not attend the competition, the participation fee will not be refunded. 
All expenses related to the participant's travel, accommodation and meals shall be covered by the participants themselves.




FINAL PROVISIONS

The order and time of the participants' performances will be determined by the organisers.
The order of the contestants will be sent to each teacher's email address one week before the event.
Information related to the competition will be posted on the school's website https://amsm.lt and the school's Facebook account.
The organisers reserve the right to amend and/or supplement the competition rules and programme.

The competition curator is Auksė Sapežinskienė, director of the Alytus District Art and Sports School.
The competition coordinator is Laima Zalanskienė, piano teacher and methodologist at the Alytus District Art and Sports School. 
Information: tel. +370 686 61998, e-mail sentimentaivalsui@gmail.com
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